CHAPTER XXVL
MOTHER OF PARLIAMENTS.

It is almost impossible to refer to the Mother of Parlia-
ments without plunging into reamsful of panegyrics on
British freedom and democracy, Magna Charta, Bill of
Rights, supremacy of the rule of law, eta, etc* These
topics have been more or less touched upon in earlier chap-
ters; we will simply confine our remarks to personal
impressions gathered from frequent visits to the majestic
St* Stephen's Palace on the Thames*

As it was our privilege to enjoy the friendship of a few
M*P* friends, notably the anti-opium leader in the House
of Commons, Mr* Theodore C. Taylor (then Liberal
Member for Raddiffe-cum-Farnworth Division of Lan-
cashire and a practical exponent in the profit-sharing
movement), we perhaps had as good opportunities to
observe and note as any stranger in the land* Occasion-
ally we watched the debates from the Strangers* Gallery;
but generally we preferred the privileged corner on the
side of the Speaker's chair* The former is too far to be
able to catch the remarks of most members; the latter
is by far a better vantage point to survey the arena as well
as to note, the habits of the Empire's legislators*

The first impression is one of almost shocked modesty!
One expected that the House would always be full, that
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